Biology

	Strengths
	Evidence

	High levels of recruitment
	High no. admitted to course. High A2 takeup.

	High levels of student progression to related HE courses
	Destinations information (Oxbridge, Medical Schools, Veterinary Schools and Dental Schools)

	Weaknesses
	Evidence

	AS results A-C
	Exam results

	Poor AS Retention
	


Grade of provision: 3

Development Plan:

· Prescription of learning support for students in danger of dropping out. Each subject teacher to select a minimum of 3 students (using college target setting information) and enrol them for a series of 5 support lessons. MIS to place these students on timetable for the support slots.

· Continue to develop collation centrally of practical requirements and student handouts.

· MR to develop after hours revision classes

Numerical Targets:

	Course
	Target

	
	Pass Rate (%)
	Higher Pass Rate (%)
	Retention (%)
	Attendance (%)

	AS
	85
	18
	85
	87

	A2
	96
	30
	96
	


Chemistry

	Strengths
	Evidence

	Good AS and A2 results, comparing favourably with national figures year on year.
	Results

	Attendance better than sixth form figures.
	

	Good attitude of students towards the subject.
	ALIS, chart 1.2. and page 8 of ALIS.

	Good laboratory facilities and a high standard of equipment.  Links with ICI have ensured this.  For example the college has a infra red spectrometer.
	Range of equipment

	Teaching and learning variety and usefulness
	Questionnaire

	Weaknesses
	Evidence

	Some class sizes of 20 and above are too big, so laboratory skills can be difficult to teach on occasion.
	


Grade of Provision: 2

Development Plan:

· Revamp revision guides and post to college intranet by July 2003

· Support A2 students after hours

Numerical Targets

	Course
	Target

	
	Pass Rate (%)
	Higher Pass Rate (%)
	Retention (%)
	Attendance (%)

	AS
	92
	30
	90
	90

	A2
	96
	36
	95
	


Design

	Strengths
	Evidence

	Teacher has 2 Degrees in Design, 14 years teaching experience and is a Chief Examiner for OCR
	C.V

	Regular practical sessions
	Questionnaire

	High take up of learning support
	Questionnaire

	Weaknesses
	Evidence

	Little experience in working at A level design
	

	Little experience in working in the further education system. Therefore still learning new aspects of college teaching
	

	Poor AS pass rates
	


Grade of Provision: 4

Development Plan:

· Introduce and encourage use of ILT by December 2002

· Provide accessible course materials including past exam papers by July 2003

Numerical Targets:

	Course
	Target

	
	Pass Rate (%)
	Higher Pass Rate (%)
	Retention (%)
	Attendance (%)

	AS
	94
	6
	90
	85

	A2
	100
	0
	100
	


PE

	Strengths
	Evidence

	Teaching that is good and often outstanding
	External lesson observations

	Students’ work which is appropriately set and assessed
	Moderator report 

	The substantial number of students who progress to sports-related courses in higher education
	Student destinations on leaving  St Mary’s 

	Weaknesses
	Evidence

	Poor attendance particularly at A2
	Attendance data 

	Poor results 
	Examination results data

	Low retention
	


Grade of Provision: 4

Development Plan:

· Target poorly attending students and invite parents in by December 2002.

· Continue to produce exam targeted resources by July 2003

Numerical Targets: 

	Course
	Target

	
	Pass Rate (%)
	Higher Pass Rate (%)
	Retention (%)
	Attendance (%)

	AS
	80
	8
	75
	80

	A2
	94
	30
	94
	


Physics

	Strengths
	Evidence

	A2 pass rate for A-E was above the national standard.
	96.9%. National A-E rate 93.1%

	G&T and WP students both exceeded their ALIS
	

	Weaknesses
	Evidence

	AS pass rates were below national rates
	78.6% A-E. National rate 84.6%

33.3% A-C. National rate 58.3%

	Computing and data-logging are inadequate in the department.
	There are two computers in 210, and these still use Windows 3.1.  This operating system cannot support modern data logging software.  


Grade of Provision: 3

Development Plan:

· Upgrade IT equipment to include updated datalogging provision by July 2003

· Increase take up of student support by December 2002

Numerical Targets:

	Course
	Target

	
	Pass Rate (%)
	Higher Pass Rate (%)
	Retention (%)
	Attendance (%)

	AS
	85
	25
	92
	88

	A2
	95
	20
	100
	


