Ecosystem Summary:

Instructions - click on the grey boxes and select the right response from the drop down menu offered.

An ecosystem is a biological community interacting with its own members and the surrounding  FORMDROPDOWN 
       environment. The source of energy for the ecosystem is sunlight which is transformed to chemical energy by  FORMDROPDOWN 
 .  The total amount of energy fixed this way is known as  FORMDROPDOWN 
.  This does not represent actual ecosystem production because a certain amount of energy is lost through  FORMDROPDOWN 
.  The actual ecosystem production is known as the  FORMDROPDOWN 
  and this can be represented as a simple formula -  FORMDROPDOWN 
 =  FORMDROPDOWN 
 -  FORMDROPDOWN 
 .

Once energy is fixed in the ecosystem by plants it moves from one  FORMDROPDOWN 
  to another as predation takes place. An organism at the bottom of the food chain is known as a  FORMDROPDOWN 
 . An organism at the next level in the food chain is known as a  FORMDROPDOWN 
 . Other organisms help recycle dead plants and animals. An organism with this role is known as a  FORMDROPDOWN 
 .

In addition to the flow of energy (which is effectively an open, infinite system) there is also a  FORMDROPDOWN 
 whereby minerals from the earth are cycled from  FORMDROPDOWN 
 via uptake and growth to be stored in  FORMDROPDOWN 
 . When organisms die, the nutrients enter the  FORMDROPDOWN 
  store, where decomposition returns them to the soil.

