The Genetic Variation Project
The traits you will study will be: 

dimples
earlobe attachment
foot arches
hair line
straight hair
spaces between the front teeth

All data must be what each participant had naturally. For example, if dental work has been done to narrow the space between the upper front teeth, then the pre-dental situation must be reported. If the hair has been curled, then the student reports straight hair. 

In order to attain uniform results, you must follow these amplified definitions of each trait. 


DIMPLES: A person with dimples will have little natural dents in the face to the right or left of his or her mouth. One dimple qualifies as having dimples. 

ATTACHED EARLOBES: A person with attached earlobes will have the lowest point of the earlobe attached to the face. A person with unattached earlobes will not have the lowest point of the earlobe attached to the face. In fact, you may be able to put part of your fingertip between the face and the unattached bottom portion of the ear lobe. 

FOOT ARCH: A person with a foot arch will have space between the centre portion of the bottom of his or her foot and the floor when standing. A narrow piece of paper, 2.5 cm wide by 15 cm long can be slipped through this space. A person without the space will have his or her entire foot flat against the floor and no paper can be pulled between the foot and the floor. 

STRAIGHT HAIR LINE: A person with a straight hair line will have hair that goes straight across the forehead. If the hair comes to a point in the centre of the hair line and gives it a little V shape, it is called a widow's peak and represents the opposite trait of the straight hair line. 

STRAIGHT HAIR: The hair must be completely straight for this trait. If a person has any curls or waves in the hair, the hair is not straight hair. 

SPACE BETWEEN UPPER FRONT TEETH: People with this trait have a larger space between their two upper front teeth than they do between any of the four lower front teeth. 

This project is on the Web as http://njnie.dl.stevens-tech.edu/curriculum/genetics/intro.html 

All the above are measurements of variation, the type of variation is discontinuous.  That means the data collected should fit into discrete categories.  You are also to collect the following data:

Height in socks

Handspan from tip thumb to tip 4th finger

This data will be continuous, that means it does not fit into discrete categories.

