The barriers between air in the alveoli and the red blood cells in the capillaries that run through the lungs.





 		Moisture.





 		The cells of the alveolus.





 		Interstitium (collagen fibres +             		yellow elastin fibres).





 		Capillary walls cells.





 		Plasma in the blood.�



Characteristics of ventilatory (respiratory) surfaces.





 		Large surface area to volume ratio.





 		Surfaces moist (gas exchange takes place in solution).





 		Thin walled (this makes diffusion distances small therefore diffusion is rapid).





 		Rich blood supply.











