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Objective

To research potential university courses, finding sufficient information to make an informed, objective decision. 

The subject I am interested in is Geology.
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Action Planning / Development of Project

Task
Resources
Timescale
Comments

Identify sources of information about universities and courses
· UCAS 2000 handbook

· websites

· college library

· people I know who have gone to uni
I don’t have much time as the form is due in soon
UCAS  hb gave me 11 unis to investigate

Skim the sources for realistic courses to pursue


· go to library for handbook

· have a look on the internet
can do both this weekend


Decide what criteria I will use to make my shortlist.


· ideas provided in the assignment

this was not very scientific – if something attracted me about the course or uni I added it

Gather the detailed information and analyse against my criteria.


· jot down comparisons under the key headings in a table

· use excel for number comparisons 

this would have taken ages just browsing the web. I decided to send off for prospectuses to my shortlisted uni.s

some details simply not available on-line. Decided to analyse what I had

Copied  relevant bits of table from Word into Excel  

Bounce my ideas / conclusions off my family and friends and college tutor.


· 
those I can see in time!
they gave advice/ suggestions on what criteria to consider. Also gave help on general information about the area of the country – though this information was used subjectively, not as part of the formal analysis.

Adjust my analysis / findings


· 

I played around with the spreadsheet figures, and copied to another sheet for further analysis., so as not to lose the original data.

Ensure written up neatly for future reference


· use Word for note and Excel for calculations / comparisons

This process helped consolidate my thinking, but also highlighted the fact I really need a lot more information!

Complete UCAS application!
· 

At least this is not just a guess now!

This table shows the approach I took and some observations along the way.

Synopsis

There is so much data available, (537 courses including ‘geology’) that some arbitrary system had to be used to reduce the amount to manageable proportions. I arrived fairly easily at a shortlist, but there was still a lot of information to research. Having decided on two main criteria, I analysed these in some detail (using Excel) and arrived at six clear choices.

Review and Explanation of Process

Gather Information

During my initial skim through the UCAS book, I identified those universities 

· with a range of options – implying they had a significant interest in geology

· with special features – eg a year out

· avoiding London (although I noted some in case there were no reasonable alternatives)

I had 11 universities on my shortlist, including 2 in London, which I wished to avoid, so reduced it further to 9. This still represented too many actual courses. In each university I selected just the straight ‘geology’ courses, unless there was something that caught my interest. 

This left me with a manageable number of courses to check out, which I did by going through the UCAS web site and selecting from the list of geology courses available. I went into my chosen sites and noted the entry requirements. (This was done by highlighting the data on screen, copying and pasting onto my Word document where the information was being assembled).

I also went into each university web site and had a browse around for any relevant information – I was particularly interested in any details on accommodation. However, the information available varied so much it was not realistic to make consistent notes for comparison. I will look with interest at the prospectuses for each of my chosen universities for these additional details. 

I also searched the web for general information on geology, and any information on scholarships. This was interesting, but a distraction from the main objective.

Analyse the Data

There are many factors to take into account, some of which are very subjective, and hence difficult to analyse objectively. I decided not to get bogged down in comparing the detail of sports facilities, entertainment, student unions etc, on the basis that all universities are going to have a reasonable offering. I can check out the details when the prospectuses come and reconsider at that stage if it seems an issue.

The two factors I considered most important were

· what grades are required?

· what is the cost of living?

The grades are relevant to ensure I can get the best place available with the grades I actually achieve. The cost is living is important as I wish to minimise the amount of paid work I may need to do in order to survive.

To enable me to compare and contrast the options further, I transferred the data available onto a spreadsheet. (This had to be done manually – trying to cut and paste rearranged the cells in Excel, although I have done it before with simpler tables). 

The figures had to be normalised, so comparisons could be made:

· Grades were converted into total points required. 

· Accommodation costs were converted to an annual figure – using a standard multiplier of 36 weeks. This may not be appropriate in each case, but as the weekly figures are only a guide anyway it is unlikely to make it significantly less accurate.  

· Travel to / from home is calculated on a standard rate per mile. This may not be very accurate. However, as the first chart (below) shows, this cost is insignificant in comparison to the accommodation, so there is no real value improving its accuracy.

· Cost of daily travel has not been included. This is potentially a significant omission. However, accommodation costs are all based on halls of residence, which presumably are either close to the main site or have good transport arrangements.

I used a formulae to calculate the total annual cost and also the average for all the universities being considered. By use of the IF function I could readily see which were above and which were below average cost.

University comparisons







sorted by COST




Travel per mile
0.25






Accommodation

Travel

Annual Costs



grades

required
grades value
per week
per year 

assume 36w
distance 

from home
likely annual cost (3 x pa)
 accom + travel
above or below average

E Anglia NA 2

28
37.80
1361
100
75.00
1436
below

E Anglia 2

18
37.80
1361
100
75.00
1436
below

Chelt & Glos

8
45.00
1620
140
105.00
1725
below

Leeds
BCC
20
48.00
1728
95
71.25
1799
below

Sunderland

14
47.50
1710
150
112.50
1823
below

Plymouth

12
48.00
1728
200
150.00
1878
below

E Anglia NA 1
AAB
28
50.40
1814
100
75.00
1889
below

E Anglia 1
CCC
18
50.40
1814
100
75.00
1889
below

Glamorgan
DD
8
53.00
1951
200
150.00
2101
ABOVE

Southampton

20

1969
180
135.00
2104
ABOVE

Manchester
CCC
18
57.00
2052
95
71.25
2123
ABOVE

Portsmouth

14

2751
180
135.00
2886
ABOVE







Average
1924


Table 1
[image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf]I displayed this information in chart form, as a means to getting a better feel for what the figures actually mean. 

Chart 1
There were two entries (for each of 2 courses) for East Anglia, based on different accommodation costs, so removed the most expensive option. This left me with ten options.

My considerations were not entirely based on costs however. I sorted the list into order of entry requirements, on the basis that the higher the requirement, probably the better the course and / or the university!

Finally, there was an amount of subjectivity - I particularly liked what I saw on the web site for East Anglia. 

Final Choice

This was based on the results of manipulating the data in Excel, including looking at the charts. My final selection was based on:

· courses which sounded interesting

· a range of entry requirements, to give me flexibility

· the best value within those constraints

Table 1 above has eight options showing ‘below’ average cost of living. Having removed the more expensive option from East Anglia, this left me with six, as shown in Table 2 below. 

University comparisons



TOP 6 VALUE sorted by GRADE




Travel per mile
0.25





Accommodation

Travel

Annual Costs


grades

required
grades value
per week
per year 

assume 36w
distance 

from home
likely annual cost (3 x pa)
 accom + travel

E Anglia NA 2

28
37.80
1361
100
75.00
1436

Leeds
BCC
20
48.00
1728
95
71.25
1799

E Anglia 2

18
37.80
1361
100
75.00
1436

Sunderland

14
47.50
1710
150
112.50
1823

Plymouth

12
48.00
1728
200
150.00
1878

Chelt & Glos

8
45.00
1620
140
105.00
1725
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Justification of Final Choice

I was happy to stay with these six, as they meet my key criteria, as explained below.

I liked the sound of the courses at East Anglia, and the web site was the most useful and professional. It actually has two courses I am interested in – my ‘hopeful’ choice, if my A level results are really good (the course with the North American option). It also has the same course, without the US connection, but requiring fewer points. These would be my top two choices. 

At the other extreme I selected Cheltenham & Gloucester as my ‘fail safe’ choice. They run lots of combined courses, so even then there would be a choice. 

The other three I chose based on being reasonable costs. This also gave me a range of points, so that whatever grades I achieved, there would be a suitable university running a course I would be happy with.

Conclusion

This has been a very worthwhile exercise, as I can now complete my UCAS application with a high degree of confidence. I am happy with my final selection, but as there is so much data available, I will review individual universities on the list if new information justifies it.

Appendix 1 – Original list

I skimmed all the headings under Geology in the UCAS handbook (32 entries) and produced the shortlist from this.

A20
Aberdeen p99 have range of related courses Hons


B32
Birmingham p144 Geology and Geog only Hons


B78
Bristol p182 two course Hons


C05
Cambridge – not that hopeful!


C15
Cardiff p215 Geol Hons


C50
Chelt and Glos p 246 loads of Geol and .... Check out further
*

D39
Derby p298 Geog and Geol Hons avail


D86
Uni E Anglia p 311 Geophysical Sciences, with year abroad Sounds interesting
*

E42
Edge Hill Coll (Lancaster) HE p 321 only with Physical Geog


E56
Edinburgh p 327 various options


G14
Uni of Glamorgan p 344 range of options Geol with... Check out
*

G70
Greenwich p362 some options


H36
Uni of Herts p383 various combined


I50
Imperial College p403 various combined


K12
Keele p408 various combined


K84
Kingston p429 Geology (Applied) w Bus Mgt – business connection useful?
*

L23
Leeds p447 Industry / North American option – follow up
*

L34
Leicester p456 couple of options


L41
Liverpool p469 various options


L51
Liverpool John Moores p475 one option, subject to approval


L93
Luton p501 one option


M20
Manchester p508 related options with common first year – follow up
*

O33
Oxford – bit ambitious!


O66
Oxford Brookes p585 Geol Sci


P20
Paisley p593 as modules only


P60
Plymouth p597 various combinations MGeol available - pursue?
*

P80
Portsmouth p606 various unusual options – check details
*

R72
Royal Holloway (Egham Surrey) p632 options, including w maths – check out?
*

S27
Southampton p672 various options incl with Oceanography – pursue
*

S72
Staffs p705 one option


S84
Sunderland p725 various incl Engineering Geology – check out
*

U80
University Coll London p776 four yr course


Appendix 2 – Formulae Used

University comparisons









sorted by GRADE




Travel per mile
0.25






Accommodation

Travel

Annual Costs



grades

required
grades value
per week
per year 

assume 36w
distance 

from home
likely annual cost (3 x pa)
 accom + travel
above or below average

E Anglia NA 1
AAB
28
50.4
=D5*36
100
=F5*3*$G$2
=E5+G5
=IF(H5>$H$17,"ABOVE","below")

E Anglia NA 2

28
37.8
=D6*36
100
=F6*3*$G$2
=E6+G6
=IF(H6>$H$17,"ABOVE","below")

Leeds
BCC
20
48
=D7*36
95
=F7*3*$G$2
=E7+G7
=IF(H7>$H$17,"ABOVE","below")

Southampton

20

1969
180
=F8*3*$G$2
=E8+G8
=IF(H8>$H$17,"ABOVE","below")

E Anglia 1
CCC
18
50.4
=D9*36
100
=F9*3*$G$2
=E9+G9
=IF(H9>$H$17,"ABOVE","below")

E Anglia 2

18
37.8
=D10*36
100
=F10*3*$G$2
=E10+G10
=IF(H10>$H$17,"ABOVE","below")

Manchester
CCC
18
57
=D11*36
95
=F11*3*$G$2
=E11+G11
=IF(H11>$H$17,"ABOVE","below")

Portsmouth

14

2751
180
=F12*3*$G$2
=E12+G12
=IF(H12>$H$17,"ABOVE","below")

Sunderland

14
47.5
=D13*36
150
=F13*3*$G$2
=E13+G13
=IF(H13>$H$17,"ABOVE","below")

Plymouth

12
48
=D14*36
200
=F14*3*$G$2
=E14+G14
=IF(H14>$H$17,"ABOVE","below")

Chelt & Glos

8
45
=D15*36
140
=F15*3*$G$2
=E15+G15
=IF(H15>$H$17,"ABOVE","below")

Glamorgan
DD
8
53
1951
200
=F16*3*$G$2
=E16+G16
=IF(H16>$H$17,"ABOVE","below")







Average
=AVERAGE(H5:H16)


Appendix 3 – Supplementary Evidence for Key Skills

My Research Notes are available for perusal. These include web addresses cut and pasted for future reference. The UCAS site was structured in such a way as to simplify complex searches into a series of simple questions, which quickly got me to the information I needed.

The screen print below shows the Paragraph Styles I used / created in the report.
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The spreadsheet files are available if required.
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OBSERVATIONS on the 1st chart





Travel (to and from home) is not really significant compared with the cost of accommodation





There is no relationship between grades required and costs

















This second chart shows that E Anglia is not only my first and second choice, but is the most cost-effective!











� See Appendix 2 for the formulae used.
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