Screening

Based on the premise that early detection can lead to more effective treatment.

The use of a diagnostic technique to detect a disease in its early stages so that treatment leading to a cure may be offered.

Screening Issues

What:
 to screen for

Who:

 to screen

How:

 to screen

What:  Usually common diseases because of cost implications.

Who:  A target section of the population based on factors affecting incidence of the disease i.e. sex, age, "risk factors", life-style and occupation.

How:  Diagnostic techniques used is appropriate to the disease.

Examples of screening

Baby clinics offer routine screening, babies are weighed and measured and progress is charted.

Sight and hearing tests for all children detect defects which can be corrected.

Cervical cancer screening, all women who are sexually active should have 3/5 year smear tests.  Computers are used to call patients.

Mammography.  All women over 50 are called for a mammography (breast X-ray).  This has reduced deaths from breast cancer.

NB.  Screening is not 100% effective.  

If Britain's screening programs were 99.99% effective how many diagnoses would be missed? 

(assume popn. = 57 million and total screening rate = 1/4 of the popn./yr)

