Endoplasmic Reticulum





2 types: Rough and Smooth





Rough E.R.





Consists of interconnecting flattened tubules (cisternae)seen only through the E.M. usually stacked together.  membranes are encrusted with ribosomes (attached in whorls{polysome config.}).


Function of RER is primarily protein isolation and transport
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Endoplasmic Reticulum








Smooth E.R.





This system rarely forms cisternae (flattened tubules), instead the membrane system is distinctly more tubular and there are no encrusting ribosomes.





Function


Steroid synthesis (steroids are fat derivatives - see later topic on fats)


Fat synthesis in general


Fat and Steroid transportation


